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The Divine Service  

 Msy 01, 2022  

Tˏ O˕˒ G˕˅˓˔˓:  Welcome to Good Shepherd! Thank you for joining us today.  May 

todayôs worship be a blessing to you throughout your week. 

We are members of the Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod (WELS).  We confess 

the historic Lutheran Confessions found in the Book of Concord (1580).  We rejoice in 

our fellowship with likeminded believers in the WELS (www.wels.net). 

 

Tˈ˅ˍ˅: MARCHES 

VICTORIOUS OVER BLINDNESS.    

A recent survey asked Americans 

which of the five senses they would 

least like to lose. 77% chose sight. 

Navigating life blind poses a 

plethora of challenges that the 

sighted do not face. This is why 

Scripture often uses the concept of 

blindness as a metaphor for how 

hard it is to navigate life without a 

correct understanding of Christ. Spiritual blindness can take many different forms. In 

some cases, it is hostile opposition to the message of Jesus. In others, spiritual 

blindness might be demonstrated in confusion about Jesus' true identity. No matter 

the specific form spiritual blindness takes, Easter has the power to replace it with 

sight. Easter allows us to see where we sinners stand with a holy God. It enables us to 

see the path though life that is worth pursuing (as opposed to those that lead to a dead 

end). Spiritual sight gives us the ability to see who holds our future in his hands and 

who is worth our eternal worship  

P˒ˁ˙˅˒ B˅ˆˏ˒˅ Wˏ˒˓ˈˉː: (Privately as you prepare for worship) 

Blessed Lord, we worship you and thank you for your grace. It is through you that 

we are able to gather in your presence today. Thank you for manifesting your 

presence here and accept our thanks in Jesusô name. Give us what we need to 

follow you and walk with you. Through Christ who strengthens us, we ask that you 

to accept our praises and worship.  Amen 
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Pastor: Shout for joy to the LORD, all the earth. 

Congregation: Worship the LORD with gladness; come before him with 

joyful songs. 

P: Know that the LORD is God. It is he who made us and we are his; 

C: we are his people, the sheep of his pasture. 

P: Enter his gates with thanksgiving and his courts with praise; give thanks to him and 

praise his name. 

C: For the LORD is good and his love endures forever; his faithfulness 

continues through all generations. 

P: We call on God to be present in our worship.  We ask God to place His name upon 

us and all we say and do, in the name of the Father and of the Son  and the Holy 

Spirit. 

  

HYMN        Gracious Savior Gentle Shepherd   CW 508 

 Gracious Savior, gentle Shepherd, 
children all are dear to you; 

may your loving arms enfold them 
in your care their whole life through. 
By your tending and protecting 
keep them safe in all they do. 

 Tender Shepherd, never leave them, 
never let them go astray; 

by your warning love directed, 
may they walk the narrow way. 

Thus direct them, thus defend them 
lest they fall an easy prey. 

By your holy Word instruct them, 
fill their minds with heav'nly light; 
by your pow'rful grace convince them 
always to approve what's right. 

  /Áûû ġĈ ²ĈėěéìĔ   

[Ŝǘ ǘƘŜ ƳƻǊƴƛƴƎ ōǊƛƴƎ ƳŜ ǿƻǊŘ ƻŦ ȅƻǳǊ ǳƴŦŀƛƭƛƴƎ ƭƻǾŜΣ ŦƻǊ L ƘŀǾŜ Ǉǳǘ Ƴȅ ǘǊǳǎǘ ƛƴ ȅƻǳΦ 

{Ƙƻǿ ƳŜ ǘƘŜ ǿŀȅ L ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ƎƻΣ ŦƻǊ ǘƻ ȅƻǳ L ƭƛƊ ǳǇ Ƴȅ ǎƻǳƭΦ  όtǎŀƭƳ мпоΥуύ  
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Let them feel your yoke is easy, 
let them find your burden light. 

 Taught to love the holy praises 
which on earth your children sing, 
with their lips and hearts, sincerely, 
glad thank-off'rings may they bring, 

then with all the saints in glory 
join to praise their Lord and King 

 

 

 

 

 

Pastor: Tear your hearts and not your clothing. Return to the Lord, your God, for he is 

gracious and compassionate, slow to anger, and abounding in mercy, and relents from 

punishing.  (Joel 2:13) 

Congregation: Jesus said: "If anyone wants to become my followers, let 

them deny themselves and take up their cross and follow me." (Mark 8:34)  

P: He himself bore our sins in his body on the cross, so that, free from sins, we might 

live for righteousness; by his wounds you have been healed.   (1 Peter 2:24)  

C: If we claim to be without sin  we deceive ourselves and the truth is not 

in us.  If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just and will forgive us our 

sins and purify us from all unrighteousness.  (1 Jn 1:8-9) 

P: Let us confess our sins to the Lord, 

C:   Holy God, gracious Father, I am sinful by nature and have sinned 

against you in my thoughts, words, and actions.  I have not loved you with 

my whole heart; I have not loved others as I should.  I deserve your 

punishment both now and forever.  But Jesus, my Savior, paid for my sins 

with his innocent suffering and death.  Trusting in him, I pray: God, have 

mercy on me, a sinner. 

 

 ABSOLUTION 

P: The Lord has heard your plea.  In His grace, He has washed you clean with the 

blood of Jesus Christ, the lamb of God who has taken away the sins of the world.  You 

are holy and righteous in His sight.  In the name and by the command of God I forgive 

you all your sins, in the name of the Father and of the Son  and of the Holy Spirit. 

  /ĈĂãÙěěìĈĂ Ϩ tėĈÏûÁāÁġìĈĂ Ĉã CĈėäìİÙĂÙěě   
wŜǇŜƴǘΣ ǘƘŜƴΣ ŀƴŘ ǘǳǊƴ ǘƻ DƻŘΣ ǎƻ ǘƘŀǘ ȅƻǳǊ ǎƛƴǎ Ƴŀȅ ōŜ ǿƛǇŜŘ ƻǳǘΣ  

ǘƘŀǘ ǝƳŜǎ ƻŦ ǊŜŦǊŜǎƘƛƴƎ Ƴŀȅ ŎƻƳŜ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ [ƻǊŘΣ  ό!Ŏǘǎ оΥмфύ     

L ǿƛƭƭ ŎƻƳŜ ǘƻ ȅƻǳ ŀƴŘ ōƭŜǎǎ ȅƻǳΦέ  ό9ȄƻŘǳǎ нлΥнпύ 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 

P: Gracious Lord, you call and appoint us to proclaim the good news of your Son 

despite our sins and weaknesses.  Purify us by your grace, remove our uncertainties, 

and work through us to fill the nets of your kingdom with those lost in the darkness of 

death; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the 

Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever, 

C: Amen 

 

 

 

 

 

THE OLD TESTAMENT LESSON:  Acts 9:1ï22 

Meanwhile, Saul was still breathing out murderous threats against the disciples of 

the Lord. He went to the high priest 2and asked him for letters to the synagogues of 

Damascus, so that if he found any men or women belonging to the Way, he might 

bring them to Jerusalem as prisoners.  
3As he went on his way and was approaching Damascus, suddenly a light from 

heaven flashed around him. 4He fell to the ground and heard a voice saying to him, 

ñSaul, Saul, why are you persecuting me?ò  
5He asked, ñWho are you, Lord?ò  

He replied, ñI am Jesus, whom you are persecuting. 6But get up and go into the city, 

and you will be told what you need to do.ò  
7The men traveling with him stood there speechless. They heard the voice but did 

not see anyone.  
8They raised Saul up from the ground, but when he opened his eyes, he could not 

see anything. They took him by the hand and led him into Damascus. 9For three days 

he could not see, and he did not eat or drink.  
10There was a disciple in Damascus named Ananias. The Lord said to him in a 

vision, ñAnanias!ò  

He answered, ñHere I am, Lord.ò  
11The Lord told him, ñGet up and go to the street called Straight, and at the house of 

Judas ask for a man from Tarsus named Saul. In fact, at this very moment he is 

praying. 12In a vision he has seen a man named Ananias come in and lay his hands on 

him so that he can regain his sight.ò  

  ¢éÙ aìĂìěġėķ Ĉã ġéÙ ²ĈėÕ   
²ƘŜǊŜǾŜǊ L ŎŀǳǎŜ Ƴȅ bŀƳŜ ǘƻ ōŜ ƪƴƻǿƴΣ L ǿƛƭƭ ŎƻƳŜ ǘƻ ȅƻǳ ŀƴŘ ōƭŜǎǎ ȅƻǳΦέ   

ό9ȄƻŘǳǎ нлΥнпύ 
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13Ananias answered, ñLord, I have heard from many people about this man and 

how much harm he did to your saints in Jerusalem. 14And he has authority here from 

the chief priests to arrest all who call on your name.ò  
15The Lord said to him, ñGo! This man is my chosen instrument to carry my name 

before the Gentiles and kings and the people of Israel. 16Indeed, I will show him how 

much he must suffer for my name.ò  
17Ananias left and entered the house. Laying his hands on Saul, he said, ñBrother 

Saul, the Lord Jesus, whom you saw on your way here, has sent me so that you may 

see again and be filled with the Holy Spirit.ò  
18Immediately something like scales fell from his eyes, and he could see again. He 

got up and was baptized. 19And after taking some food, he regained his strength.  

Saul stayed with the disciples in Damascus for several days. 20Immediately he 

began to proclaim Jesus in the synagogues, saying, ñHe is the Son of God.ò  
21All who heard him were amazed and said, ñIsnôt this the one who raised havoc in 

Jerusalem among those who call on this name? Didnôt he come here for this very 

purpose: to bring them as prisoners to the chief priests?ò 22But Saul continued to get 

stronger and kept confounding the Jews who lived in Damascus by proving that Jesus 

is the Christ.  

 

This is the word of our God. 

 

THE EPISTLE LESSON  Revelation 5:11ï14    

And I looked, and I heard the voice of many angels who were around the throne 

and around the living creatures and the elders. Their number was ten thousand times 

ten thousand, and thousands upon thousands. 12With a loud voice they were saying:  

Worthy is the Lamb who was slain to receive  

power and riches and  

wisdom and strength and  

honor and glory and blessing.  
13I also heard every creature that is in heaven and on earth and under the earth and 

on the sea, and all that is in them, saying:  

To him who sits on the throne and to the Lamb  

be blessing and honor and glory and might forever and ever.  
14The four living creatures said, ñAmen,ò and the elders bowed down and 

worshipped.  

 

This is the word of the Lord. 
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Alleluia. Alleluia. Christ is risen! He is risen indeed! Alleluia. Our hearts were burning 
within us while he talked with us on the road and opened the Scriptures to us. Alleluia. 
(Luke 24:32)  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

THE GOSPEL LESSON    John 21:1ï14 

After this, Jesus showed himself again to the disciples at the Sea of Tiberias. This is 

how he showed himself: 2Simon Peter, Thomas (called the Twin), Nathanael from 

Cana in Galilee, the sons of Zebedee, and two other disciples were together. 3Simon 

Peter said to them, ñIôm going fishing.ò  

They replied, ñWeôll go with you.ò  

They went out and got into the boat, but that night they caught nothing. 4Early in 

the morning, Jesus was standing on the shore, but the disciples did not know it was 

Jesus.  
5Jesus called to them, ñBoys, donôt you have any fish?ò  

ñNo!ò they answered.  


